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Name: Richard Nortje

Player No:  15

Position: Forward
Motto: “If you love what you do, you do it so much better”

Born in South Africa, in Pretoria, on the 27th October 1980. Richard was born with a disability in his right leg due to the Fibula having not developed during pregnancy. On his 5th birthday his leg was amputated to enable the proper use of a prosthesis. 
Richard has been playing Wheelchair Basketball since he was 13 years old, of which 7 years of his Basketball career he played professional Basketball in Europe. He has now been playing for the SA National Team for the past 9 years.[image: image3.jpg]AWBSA

WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL SOUTH AFRICA




His disability is referred to as an amputee, below the knee and so classified as a 4.5 pointer, which is the highest disability points on the scale of 1.0 – 4.5.
Richard is a full time Athlete for Autopage Altech Bladerunners in South Africa. His favourite number to play is no 6, but for the National Team will be playing No 15. 

Richard is also a member of the Santo Stefano Club in Italy and is one of the top foreign players in their National League. He has played for the Italian All-Star Team against the Italian National Team, in March 2007 where they convincingly beat the Italian National side, with Richard top scoring for the All-Star Team.
Richard is currently residing in Italy for most of the year and only visits South Africa when called up for National Duty and when his franchise Team – the Autopage Altech Bladerunners requires his services.
National Accolades:

1999 – SA Team for the Paralympic Qualifiers, Algeria

2000 – SA Team Paralympics, Sydney Australia

2001 – Played for Barcelona in Spain

2002 – SA Team, Gold Cup, Kitakyushu in Japan

2004 – SA Team, Paralympic Qualifiers, Johannesburg

2004 – Started his Italian career with Santo Stefano Club

2005 – SA Team, Gold Cup Qualifiers, Johannesburg
2006 – SA Team, Gold Cup, Amsterdam, the Netherlands 

Richard is South Africa’s most valuable and prolific scorer averaging well in excess of 30 points a game.

His presence in the National Team inspires everyone to lift their performance to the next level. Richard is well respected internationally for his playing and scoring abilities.

He is a motor-cycle fanatic.

